Rural  District  Council  of  Gloucester 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  report  on  the  hygiene  conditions  and  vital 
statistics  of  the  District  for  the  year  1957.  It  is  largely  the  work  of 
the  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  is  compiled  to  conform  with  Articles 
6 (3)  and  17  (5)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London)  Regulations, 
1935,  and  it  incorporates  the  requirements  of  Ministry  of  Health 
Circular  1/58  dated  13th  January,  1958. 

The  general  health  of  the  District  has  been  good  during  the  year 
and  the  vital  statistics  are  in  all  cases  better  than  these  for  England 
and  Wales  as  a whole. 

This  is  especially  so  in  connection  with  the  infantile  mortality 
and  maternal  death  rates. 

Particulars  as  to  the  general  environmental  conditions  of  the 
population  are  dealt  with  in  the  report  under  their  respective 
headings. 

' I have  now  had  the  pleasure  of  being  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
to  the  District  for  21  years,  and,  during  this  period,  considerable 
advances  in  medicine,  both  curative  and  preventive,  have  been  made 
throughout  the  v/orld,  and  the  need  for  better  environmental  living 
conditions  of  the  populations  more  fully  recognised. 

Curative  medicine  has  been  helped  by  the  use  of  sulfa  drugs, 
penicillin  and  the  antibiotics,  and  preventive  medicine  by  the  in- 
creased use  of  immunisation  against  disease.  In  1937  immunisation 
was  only  provided  against  small-pox  while  in  1957  the  District  had 
available,  immunisation  against  small-pox,  diphtheria  (started  by  the 
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Council  in  1937),  whooping  cough,  polio  and  tuberculosis,  while 
immunisation  against  many  other  diseases  is  available  under  the 
National  Health  Service  Act,  1946.  From  the  more  Public  Health 
aspect  as  regards  cleanliness,  the  use  of  D.D.T.  and  similar  insecticides 
has  been  invaluable. 


I think  the  following  statistics  from  my  Annual  Reports  for 
1937  and  1957  are  of  interest  : 


Population  . . . . . , , . 22,840 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  . . . . . . 6,610 

Rateable  Value  ..  ..  ..  ..  ^110.909 

Sum  represented  by  a Id.  rate  . . . . £433 

No.  of  parishes  with  main  water  . . 13 

No.  of  schools  with  main  water  . , . . 10 

No.  of  parishes  with  refuse  collection  . . 17 

Meat  Inspection  . . . . (carcases)  5,565 


Birth  Rate 
Infantile  Death  Rate 
Death  Rate  . . 
Maternal  Death  Rate 
Diphtheria  (cases) 
Tuberculosis  (deaths) 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

1937 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

1937 

Gloucester 
Rural 
District 
16-8 
33-0 
8-95 
5-2 
8 
10 


1957 

43,000 
11,506 
£476,703 
£1,979  16s.  Od. 
37  (all) 

37  (all) 
19,724 


1957 


Gloucester 

England 

Rural 

and 

District 

Wales 

16-5 

16-1 

17-1 

23-0 

9-5 

11-5 

nil 

047 

nil  since  1951 

— 

3 

— 

England 

and 

Wales 

14-9 

58-0 

12-4 

3-11 


In  1937  refuse  collection  was  carried  out  by  contractors,  but 
after  the  War  the  scheme  was  much  enlarged  and  undertaken  by 
the  Council’s  own  staff. 


Great  improvements  have  been  made  with  regard  to  main 
sewage  disposal  ; with  the  provision  early  in  the  War  of  new  works 
at  Longford,  and  more  recently  with  the  provision  of  main  sewers 
at  Eastington,  while  new  sewage  works  and  sewers  for  the  parishes 
of  Frampton  and  Saul  are  well  in  hand. 

I should  like  to  record  the  assistance  received  from  the  other 
officials  of  the  Council  and  finally  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Council, 
and  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Housing  and  Public  Health 
Committee  for  the  support  and  consideration  they  give  to  recommen- 
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dations  from  this  Department.  This  is  a stimulus  and  encouragement 
to  your  Public  Health  Staff. 

I have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  servant, 

MAURICE  L.  SUTCLIFFE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


\ 
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Public  Health  Committee  (31.12.57). 


Chairman:  T.  J.  Whitfield,  c.c. 
Vice-Chairman:  C.  J.  Steele. 


Lt.-Col.  E.  R.  P.  Berryman,  d.s.o.,  t.d. 
Mrs.  M.  Brooksbank,  j.p. 

F.  A.  Chamberlayne. 

C.  J.  DE  Lisle  Wells. 

L.  E.  W.  O.  Fullbrook-Leggatt. 

W.  H.  T.  Hearle. 

Miss  O.  Lloyd  Baker,  j.p. 

R.  T.  Merrett. 

W.  T.  Nicholls,  M.B.E.,  c.c. 

E.  C.  Wheeler. 


E.  J.  Boulter. 

Mrs.  B.  M.  Castle. 
J.  M.  Daniels. 

W.  J.  Davis. 

R.  L.  Evans. 

P.  L.  P.  Jones. 

A.  E.  Keys,  j.p. 

E.  J.  Pennels. 

D.  Wathan. 

P.  H.  Woodman. 


Public  Health  Department  Staff. 

M.  L.  Sutcliffe,  t.d.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h.,  d.p.m..  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Tewkesbury 
Borough,  Gloucester  Rural  and  Newent  Rural  Joint  M.O.H. 
Committee,  and  County  Divisional  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  No.  5 Division  (Gloucester  Area  Health  Sub-Committee.) 

S.  W.  D.  Harris,  c.s.i.b.,  m.r.s.h..  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  Petroleum  Officer. 

G.  G.  ViGGERS,  C.S.I.B.,  District  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Rodent 
Control  Officer. 

P.  M.  Jones,  c.s.i.b.,  m.s.i.a..  District  Public  Health  Inspector. 

L.  S.  ScouRFiELD,  M.R.S.H.,  M.S.I.A.,  District  Public  Health  Inspector. 

F.  Greenwood,  Rodent  Operator. 

F.  E.  Webb,  Clerk  (Resigned  May,  1957). 

N.  J.  Trigg,  Clerk  (Appointed  June,  1957). 
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Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  District. 


Area  (in  acres)  : 70,808. 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimated  Home  Population  mid 
1957)  : 43,000.  (This  figure  includes  members  of  the  Armed 
Forces  stationed  in  the  District). 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (December  31st,  1957),  according  to 
rate  books  : 11,506. 

Rateable  Value  (December  31st,  1957)  : £476,703. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  (March,  1957)  : £1976  16s.  Od. 
General  Rate  1957-8  : 17/5.  (County  Precept  15/6). 


TRANSFER  OF  PART  OF  THE  DISTRICT  TO  THE  CITY  OF 

GLOUCESTER. 

On  April  1st,  part  of  the  parish  of  Upton  St.  Leonards,  con- 
sisting of  a Corporation  housing  estate  at  Matson,  was  transferred 
to  the  City  of  Gloucester.  It  consisted  of  44  acres  and  included  271 
dwelling  houses. 


Industry  in  the  District. 

This  remains  unchanged  and  is  mainly  in  connection  with  the 
aircraft  industry  and  agriculture.  Much  of  the  aircraft  labour  force 
is  imported  from  outside  the  District. 


Adoptive  Public  Health  Legislation  in  force  in  the  District. 

1.  Building  byelaws  (Public  Health  Act,  1936,  adopted  31st 
July,  1953). 

2.  New  Streets  (adopted  1st  April,  1937). 

3.  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  and  similar  structures  (adopted  1st 
September,  1938). 

4.  Handling,  Wrapping  and  Delivery  of  Food  and  Sale  of 
Food  in  Open  Air  (adopted  28th  August,  1950). 

5.  Gloucestershire  County  Council  Act,  1956,  Section  141, 
Water  supplies  to  occupied  houses  (adopted  1st  January,  1957). 
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Vital  Statistics. 


These  statistics  give  particulars  as  to  the  births  and  deaths  in 
the  District,  together  with  certain  rates  which  are  compared,  where 
possible,  with  those  for  England  and  Wales, 

A detailed  list  of  the  causes  of  death  will  be  found  in  Table  24. 


Table  1.  Infantile  Births  and  Deaths. 


Legitimate 

illegitimate 

Combined 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Live  Births 

324 

341 

665 

15 

19 

34 

699 

Still  Births 

7 

7 

14 

1 

— 

1 

15 

INFANT 

Deaths 

(a)0-4  weeks 

6 

3 

9 

1 

- — 

1 

10 

(b)4  wks.-l  yr. 

2 

— 

2 

— ■ 

■ — ■ 

— • 

2 

Table  2. 

Deaths. 

Total 

Deaths 

Male 

Female 

Total 

231 

226 

457 

Table  3. 

Birth  and  Death  Rates. 

Gloucester 

England 

Rural 

and 

District 

Wales 

Crude  live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  . . 

16-5 

j>  16-1 

* Corrected  live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population 

16-5 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  births 

21-0 

22-4 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  population 

10-69 

j.  11-5 

^Corrected  death  rate  per  1,000  population  . . 

9-5 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  1 year  per  1,000 
live  births 

171 

23-0 

Death  rate  of  legitimate  infants  per  1,000 
legitimate  live  births 

16-1 

Death  rate  of  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 

^ Not 

illegitimate  live  births 

29-4 

j available 

Death  rate  from  Puerperal  Causes  per  1,000 
total  births 

— 

0-47 

*NOTE. — The  Corrected  Birth  and  Death  Rates  are  obtained  by  multiplying 
the  Crude  Rates  by  the  factors  1 *00  and  0-89  respectively.  These  factors 
are  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  and  serve  to  make  the  Crude  Rates 
for  the  District  comparable  with  the  Rates  for  the  country  as  a whole. 

Death  rates  have  been  adjusted  to  take  account  of  residential  institutions  in 
the  district. 


6 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN 

THE  DISTRICT. 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  examination  of  pathological  specimens,  and  the  analyses 
of  milk  and  ice  cream  samples,  etc.,  are  carried  out  at  the  laboratory 
of  the  Gloucester  Royal  Hospital,  under  the  Medical  Research 
Council  scheme.  (There  is  no  charge  for  this  work.) 

Water  and  sewage  analyses,  taken  by  this  Department,  are 
carried  out  by  the  Council’s  Analysts,  Messrs.  Ellis  & Turner, 
Public  Analysts,  Gloucester. 


Hospitals. 

The  Council  have  no  responsibility  for  arranging  hospital 
treatment,  except  with  regard  to  old  people  in  need  of  care  and 
attention  and  dealt  with  under  the  National  Assistance  Acts. 

Infectious  disease  cases  are  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital 
at  Over,  which  is  administered  by  the  Gloucester,  Stroud  and  Forest 
Management  Committee. 

Child  Welfare  Centres. 

These  Centres  are  under  the  general  administration  of  the 
County  Area  Health  Sub-Committee  which  consists  of  members  of 
this  Council  and  the  Councils  of  Tewkesbury  and  Newent. 

Certain  changes  were  made  in  some  centres  during  the  year, 

e.g.: 

1.  Ashleworth  centre  was  closed  and  new  mobile  centres  (County 
’ caravan  trailer)  were  opened  at  Tirley  and  Staunton. 

2.  Brockworth  centre  was  moved  from  the  Robinson  Memorial  Hall 
to  the  new  St.  Peter’s  Church  Hall  which  is  much  more  centrally 
situated. 

3.  Churchdown  centre,  previously  held  in  the  village,  was  divided 
into  two  centres,  one  at  the  new  village  Church  Hall  and  the 
other  at  Sandycroft  Club  on  the  main  road. 

4.  Hucclecote  Centre.  A move  to  the  Church  Hall  is  in  view  in 
1958. 
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5.  Minsterworth  Centre  was  closed  and  new  mobile  centres  opened 
at  the  Village  Halls  at  Westbury  and  Tibberton. 

The  following  centres  remained  unchanged  : — Eastington, 
Frampton,  Longlevens,  Norton,  Quedgeley,  and  Upton  St.  Leonards. 

The  attendances  at  these  centres  remain  very  good  and  the 
greatest  thanks  are  due  to  the  hard  work  put  in  by  the  voluntary 
committees  in  making  them  a success. 


Home  Help  Service. 

This  service  is  administered  by  the  County  Area  Health  Sub- 
Committee.  Although  it  does  valuable  work  in  cases  of  temporary 
sickness  or  incapacity,  its  greatest  value  is  in  caring  for  the  aged  or 
chronic  sick.  It  is  generally  agreed  that  old  people  should  be  cared 
for  in  their  own  homes  as  long  as  possible,  instead  of  being  transferred 
to  hostels  or  hospitals,  not  only  perhaps  because  old  people  prefer 
their  homes,  but  also  because  the  cost  to  the  tax  payers  is  much  less. 
Old  people,  rightly  or  wrongly  feel  that  removal  from  their  homes  is 
a big  step  towards  the  grave. 

The  following  types  of  cases  are  assisted  and  the  figures  on  31st 
December,  1957  were  : — 

Maternity  cases  . . . . . . 3 

General  sickness  . . . . . . 4 

Tuberculosis  . . . . . . . . — 

Chronic  sickness  or  old  age  . . . . 57 

There  were  6 full  time  and  45  part  time  home  helps  in  the 
District. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  1948  AND  1951. 

These  Acts  authorise  the  Council  and  their  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  to  arrange  for  the  compulsory  removal  of  aged  and  sick  per- 
sons living  in  insanitary  conditions  to  a hospital  or  residential 
institution. 

Cases  of  this  type  can  often  be  persuaded  to  move  voluntarily 
as  a result  of  persuasion  by  this  Department  and  the  County  Welfare 
Department,  but  during  the  year  compulsory  removal  to  hospital 
was  necessary  in  one  case. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUIVISTANCES  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 


Water  Supplies. 

Main  supplies  in  the  District  are  provided  by  three  statutory 
water  undertakings,  e.g.  Gloucester  Corporation,  Cheltenham  Cor- 
poration and  Stroud  District  Water  Board,  and  they  supervise  the 
purity  and  adequacy  of  their  supplies. 

In  addition,  there  are  three  smaller  undertakings,  Gloucester- 
shire County  Council,  Frocester  Estate  and  Haresfield  Estate,  which 
provide  certain  of  their  own  properties  with  piped  water  from  storage 
reservoirs  served  by  hillside  springs. 

The  number  of  houses  supplied  by  these  undertakings  is  shown 
in  Table  4. 

There  is  steady  progress  in  the  provision  of  main  water  supplies 
in  the  District,  about  105  miles  of  new  main  having  been  laid  since 
the  war. 

About  91%  of  houses  now  have  main  water  supplies  compared 
with  only  55%  in  1946,  and  there  has  also  been  a similar  spectacular 
increase  in  the  provision  of  main  supplies  for  agricultural  needs. 

In  addition  to  domestic  dwellings,  main  supplies  are  also  avail- 
able for  the  hospitals.  Royal  Air  Force,  hostels  and  residential 
schools  in  the  District. 


Extensions  of  fVfains  during  1957. 

Gloucester  Corporation  : — 

New  mains  laid: 


Brockworth  . . 

950  yards 

Churchdown 

1,736 

} } 

Frampton  . . 

686 

y y 

Hasfield 

1,056 

y y 

Hempsted 

101 

y y 

Hucclecote  . . 

1,260 

y y 

Longford 

262 

y y 

Longlevens  . . 

1,081 

y y 

Longney 

128 

y y 

Minsterworth 

523 

y y 

Newnham 

993 

y y 

Westbury-on-Severn 

Total  miles  : 54 

534 

y y 
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New  mains  authorised  hut  not  yet  laid: 

Churchdown 
Brookthorpe 
Hardwicke  . . 

Hasfield 
Longney 

Total  miles  : 3J 

Cheltenham  Corporation — 

New  mains  laid: 

Nil. 

New  mains  authorised  hut  not  yet  laid: 

Nil. 

Stroud  Water  Board — 

New  mains  laid: 

Nil,  but  3,100  yards  of  old  main  were  re-laid. 

New  mains  authorised  hut  not  yet  laid: 

Harescombe  . . . . . . . . 1,050  yards 


2,056  yards 
480  „ 

2,050  „ 

287  „ 

1,800  ,, 


Well  Supplies. 

In  this  District,  wells  are  practically  invariably  of  the  shallow 
type  and  thus  are  extremely  liable  to  surface  pollution  from  sewage, 
etc.  This  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  of  36  well  water  analyses  carried 
out  during  the  year,  only  3 could  be  considered  fit  for  human  con- 
sumption. The  boiling  of  well  water  supplies  before  being  used  for 
drinking  purposes  is  therefore  strongly  advised. 

Owing  to  the  increase  in  the  availability  of  main  water  supplies, 
the  necessity  to  use  well  water  is  steadily  decreasing. 

Water  Shortages. 

Some  complaints  were  received  during  the  year,  notably  at 
Harescombe,  and  water  was  delivered  by  the  Council’s  water  tank 
trailer. 
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Main  Water  Supplies  in  the  District  showing  the  Number  of  Houses 
Table  4.  and  Population  served. 


Parish 

Main  Water 
Supply 

Main 

Supply 

in 

House 

Pop. 

Stand 

Pipes 

Main 

No.  of 
Houses 

Pop. 

Arlingham 

Glos.  Corporation 

76 

282 

1 

6 

23 

Ashleworth 

74 

274 



— 

— 

Barnwood 

321 

1188 



— 

— 

Brockworth 

1446 

5350 

— 

— 

— 

Brookthorpe 

> f 

85 

315 

1 

7 

25 

Chaceley 

Chelt.  Corporation 

11 

40 

— 

— 

— 

Churchdown 

Glos.  Corporation 

1629 

6027 

- — • 

— 

— 

Down  Hatherley 

1 y 

6 

23 

■ — - 

- — ■ 

— 

Chelt.  Corporation 

92 

340 

— 

— 

— 

Eastington 

Stroud  Dist.  W.B. 

387 

1431 

— 

- — • 

— 

Elmore 

Glos.  Corporation 

63 

233 

— 

— 

— 

Forthampton 

Chelt.  Corporation 

49 

184 

- — ■ 

— 

— 

Frampton 

Fretherne-with- 

Glos.  Corporation 

190 

703 

3 

16 

.60 

Saul 

170 

629 

— 

— 

— 

Frocester 

Stroud  Dist.  W.B. 

8 

29 





— 

Private  Estate 

46 

171 





— 

Hardwicke 

Glos.  Corporation 

209 

774 

1 

13 

48 

Harescombe 

.. 

20 

74 

— 

— 

— 

Stroud  Dist.  W.B. 

— 



— 

— 

— 

Haresfield 

Glos.  Corporation 

29 

108 

■ — ■ 

— 

— 

Hasfield 

Chelt.  Corporation 

20 

74 

— 

— 

— 

Glos.  Corporation 

6 

23 

— 

— 

— 

Hempsted 

> 1 

156 

578 

• — 

— 

— 

Highnam 

f i 

141 

522 

— 

— 

— 

Hucclecote 

i t 

1164 

4307 

— 

— 

— 

Longford 

f > 

262 

970 

— 

— 

— 

Longlevens 

1 } 

1924 

7118 

— 

— 

— 

Longney 

i t 

75 

277 

1 

5 

19 

Maisemore 

i t 

113 

418 



— 

Minsterworth 

i 1 

113 

418 

— 



— 

Moreton  Valence 

1 > 

68 

252 

1 

3 

11 

Glos.  County  Council 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Newnham 

Glos.  Corporation 

284 

1051 

1 

8 

29 

Norton 

Chelt.  Corporation 

76 

282 

— 

— 

— 

Quedgeley 

Glos.  Corporation 

311 

1151 

2 

24 

89 

Sandhurst 

1 9 

94 

348 

— 

— 

— 

Standish 

9 9 

3 

11 

— 

_ — _ 

— 

Stroud  Dist.  W.B. 

5 

19 

— 

— 

— 

Glos.  County  Council 

66 

245 

1 

— 

— 

Tirley 

Chelt.  Corporation 

61 

226 

— 

— 

— 

Glos.  Corporation 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Twig  worth 

Upton  St. 

9 9 

48 

178 

- ‘ 

— 

— 

Leonards 

9 9 

215 

796 

2 

16 

60 

Westbury-on- 

Stroud  Dist.  W.B. 

8 

29 

— 

— 

— 

Severn 

Glos.  Corporation 

183 

677 

1 

2 

8 

Whitminster 

9 9 

106 

393 

2 

9 

34 

Glos.  County  Council 

9 

34 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

10424 

38580 

17 

109 

406 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  AND  REFUSE  COLLECTION. 


Report  by  the  Surveyor 

1.  Sewerage. 


Building  activities,  particularly  in  the  Parishes  adjacent  to  the 
City,  still  continue  at  an  appreciable  rate.  Consequently  the  Long- 
ford Purification  Works  are  called  upon  to  deal  with  an  increased 
flow  as  the  new  properties  come  into  occupation.  During  the  year 
under  review.  Stage  1 of  the  scheme  referred  to  in  the  Annual  Report 
for  1956  has  been  put  in  hand  and  is  now  approaching  completion. 
This  stage  provides,  inter  alia,  for  the  improvement  of  the  aeration 
system  by  the  replacement  of  the  old  pattern  aeration  cones  with 
improved  types  of  cones  ; these  are  now  in  operation.  It  is  grati- 
fying to  report  evidence  of  an  appreciable  improvement  in  the  quality 
of  the  effluent.  It  is  hoped  that  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  will  shortly  approve  Stage  2 of  the  scheme  and  I am 
confident  that  when  this  work  is  carried  out,  the  efficiency  of  the  plant 
at  Longford  will  be  restored  and  there  will  be  a return  to  the  very 
high  standard  originally  maintained. 


As  already  mentioned  the  sewage  flow  is  constantly  on  the  in- 
crease and  the  actual  figure  for  1957  was  61 J million  gallons  greater 
than  in  1956.  A few  statistics  may  be  of  interest  : — 

Increase 
1957  over  1956 

galls.  galls. 


Total  flow 
Treated  flow 
Storm  water 

Average  daily  flow  (main) 
Average  daily  flow  (treated) 


510.462.000 

446.023.000 

64,439,000 

1,398,526 

1,221,980 


Rainfall  at  Longford  during  1956  : 24*20  inches. 
Rainfall  at  Longford  during  1957  : 22.60  inches. 


61.552.000 

42.041.000 

19.511.000 
168,438 
115,180 


The  average  daily  flow  of  1,398,526  could  be  expressed  as  an 
acre  of  land  flooded  to  a depth  of  over  5 feet. 


The  Queen’s  Bridge  pumping  station  at  Longford  is  now  under- 
going a major  overhaul,  the  last  one  having  been  carried  out  14  years 
ago.  The  work  is  being  executed  by  the  Council’s  staff  including  the 
dismantling  and  re-assembling  of  the  20  ft.  driving  shafts  and 
housings  to  the  twin  pumps  and  the  fitting  of  new  bearings  and 
impellers. 

Stage  1 of  the  Frampton-on-Severn/Fretherne-with-Saul  sewer- 
age scheme  was  started  during  the  year  and  is  now  approaching 
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completion.  The  plant  should  be  operating  by  the  time  this  report 
is  published  ; furthermore,  it  is  practically  certain  that  Stage  2 will 
very  soon  be  commenced.  When  this  scheme  is  finally  completed 
one  of  the  worst  sewerage  problems  in  the  district  will  have  been 
resolved. 

The  Eastington  sewerage  scheme  is  in  full  operation  and  certain 
minor  ‘Teething  troubles”  which  developed  in  the  early  days  have 
now  been  overcome  and  the  installation  is  working  very  satisfactorily. 

In  the  majority  of  cases  the  performance  of  the  smaller  treat- 
ment works  throughout  the  district,  including  those  on  Council 
Housing  Estates,  continue  to  be  satisfactory.  This  is  largely  due  to 
the  more  regular  and  efficient  maintenance  now  possible  in  conse- 
quence of  the  setting  up  of  a special  organisation  for  the  purpose. 
During  the  year  normal  maintenance  and  repair  of  sewers  has  been 
continued  and  quite  an  appreciable  share  of  the  repair  works  have 
been  carried  out  by  the  Council’s  own  staff. 


2.  Refuse  Collection. 

With  further  increases  in  population  in  the  district  the  refuse 
collection  service  continues  to  expand  and  the  recent  enlargement 
of  the  collection  fleet  by  the  inclusion  of  the  large  capacity  ‘‘Com- 
pressmore”  vehicles  has  proved  a very  sound  investment. 

In  a matter  of  approximately  10  years,  since  the  whole  of  the 
District  was  brought  into  a scheme  for  regular  refuse  collection„the 
organisation  has  grown  considerably  and  might  well  be  considered 
as  one  of  the  Council’s  most  important  undertakings.  The  fleet 
consists  of  the  following  vehicles  : — 

2 12/20  cu.  yd.  (“Compressmore” — diesel) 

2 10  cu.  yd.  (Side  loaders — petrol) 

3 7 cu.  yd.  (Side  loaders — petrol) 

and  the  undermentioned  statistics  for  1957  are  of  interest  : — 


Total  mileage  for  all  vehicles  . . . . 37,836 

Total  number  of  loads  for  all  vehicles  . . 2,336 

Approximate  tonnage  for  all  vehicles  . . 8,153 

Average  tons  per  week  . . . . . . 175 

Average  tons  per  working  day  . . . . 35 


No  major  deviation  from  the  routine  collection  service  was  neces- 
sary during  1957  with  the  exception  of  the  period  in  October  when, 
for  a few  weeks  owing  to  the  incidence  of  influenza  amongst  the 
workmen,  labour  difficulties  were  the  worst  ever  experienced.  I 
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would  mention  that  during  this  period,  the  service  was  on  the  point 
of  breaking  down  completely  and  it  was  due  to  the  outstanding 
efforts  of  the  Superintendent,  the  Assistant  Superintendent  and  the 
Foreman  that  the  crisis  was  averted.  Generally  speaking  the  labour 
position  has  not  been  so  acute  but  the  recruitment  of  the  right  type 
of  employee  still  remains  a major  problem. 

The  introduction  of  diesel  powered  vehicles  into  the  fleet  is 
proving  a satisfactory  and  economical  innovation  and  I feel  that  in 
future  the  Council  will  be  well  advised  to  adopt  this  type  of  engine 
as  the  older  vehicles  are  replaced.  Three  of  the  original  vehicles 
are  still  in  operation  after  10  years  service  : although  one  of  them 
is  now  operating  in  the  capacity  of  a stand-by  and  emergency  unit. 
This  would  seem  to  reflect  very  favourably  on  the  quality  of  the 
vehicles  and  the  excellent  maintenance  they  have  received.  It  is 
obvious,  however,  that  their  period  of  economic  usefulness  is  coming 
to  an  end  and  they  must  be  replaced  in  the  next  two  years. 

The  new  garage  and  ancillary  buildings  at  Longford  have  now 
been  completed  and  a proper  mess-room  and  other  facilities  provided 
for  the  Council’s  employees. 

It  is  still  found  possible  to  sell  all  salvaged  paper,  bottles,  scrap 
metal  and  rags,  which  provides  a steady  and  welcome  income  to  the 
Council. 

I am  glad  to  report  that  only  a very  few  complaints  have  been 
received  regarding  the  service  and  these  are  so  limited  in  number 
that  most  of  them  have  been  dealt  with  by  personal  contact.  In 
this  connection  I would  say  that,  while  undoubtedly  some  of  the 
complaints  are  justified,  most  of  them  arise  from  householders’  ig- 
norance or  indifference  to  the  simple  principles  recommended  by  the 
Council.  It  might  be  desirable  to  reiterate  the  conditions  laid  down 
when  the  scheme  was  initiated  and  they  are  as  follows  : — 

1.  Only  household  refuse,  i.e.  ashes,  tins,  etc.,  should  be  placed 
for  collection  in  the  receptacles,  and  all  refuse  should  be  kept 
as  dry  as  possible. 

2.  Receptacles  should  be  galvanised  sanitary  bins  and  collectors 
are  entitled  to  refuse  to  remove  refuse  stored  in  unsatisfactory 
or  unhygienic  containers. 

3.  Receptacles  containing  refuse  for  collection  should  be  placed 
in  such  a position  as  to  be  readily  accessible  to  the  collectors, 
not  later  than  8.30  a.m.  on  the  day  of  collection. 

4.  No  receptable  containing  refuse  should  be  heavier  than  one 
man  can  lift. 
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5.  Household  refuse  does  not  include  vegetable  aud  garden  refuse 
or  paper. 

In  conclusion,  I would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman 
and  members  of  the  Council  and  Committees  for  their  co-operation 
and  encouragement,  to  the  members  of  my  staff  and  the  Council’s 
workmen  who  have  given  me  their  loyal  support  throughout  the 
year. 

H.  F.  FREEMAN, 

Surveyor. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage  in  areas  without  Main  Sewers. 

In  these  areas,  which  fortunately  are  the  least  populated  parts 
of  the  District,  sewage  disposal  is  the  responsibility  of  the  house- 
holder and  in  many  cases  treatment  is  little  or  nil.  There  is  a slight 
reduction  in  the  mileage  of  sewer  ditches  which  is  now  about  15. 
This  reduction  is  due  to  the  provision  of  new  sewers  at  Eastington, 
and  there  will  be  considerable  further  reduction  when  the  new 
Frampton/Saul  sewers  become  operative.  However,  against  this 
reduction,  must  be  put  the  fact  that  the  Council  is  accepting  re- 
sponsibility for  cleansing  sewer  ditches  not  previously  dealt  with. 
There  are  two  employees  of  the  Council  working  full  time  on  the 
cleansing  of  these  ditches. 

The  possibility  of  the  provision  of  main  sewage  disposal  for 
Upton  St.  Leonards  Parish  has  been  seriously  considered  by  the 
Council  but  it  is  a difficult  question  owing  partly  to  the  cost  and  partly 
to  the  scattered  nature  of  the  parish.  Every  effort  is  made  to  deal 
with  complaints  as  they  arise. 


Pollution  of  Rivers  and  Streams,  etc. 

The  Severn  River  Board  is  the  authority  for  the  administration 
and  enforcement  of  the  Rivers  (Prevention  of  Pollution)  Act,  1951, 
and  under  this  Act  made  byelaws  in  1957  concerning  pollution  of 
streams  discharging  into  the  river. 

During  the  year  the  Board  criticised  conditions  at  Ashleworth 
Quay  and  the  Council  has  taken  over  responsibility  for  cleansing  a 
local  sewer  ditch. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


A Summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  is  tabulated  below  : — 


Table  6. 


JNo.  of 

IN  otices 

Defects  remedied 

Inspections 

Served 

after  notice 

Informal 

Formal 

Informal 

Formal 

Dwelling  houses 

734 

20 

— 

17 

— 

Milk  and  Dairies 

36 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Factories  etc. 

163 

9 

— 

9 



Bakehouses 

11 

1 



1 

— 

Food  premises 

661 

2 

— 

4 

— 

Slaughterhouses 

786 

o 

— 

1 

' — 

Water  supplies 

238 

11 

— 

10 

— 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

266 

37 

— 

34 

- — 

Infectious  disease 

29 

Disinfection  carried  out  when 

necessary 

Pests 

144 

1 



. — ■ 

Miscellaneous 

105 

3 

3 

• — - 

Total 

3173 

86 

■ — ■ 

79 

— 

Shops  Act,  1950. 

This  Council  is  responsible  for  the  provisions  of  the  Act  as 
far  as  it  relates  to  the  general  health  conditions  of  the  shop  workers. 
62  inspections  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951. 

There  are  no  shops  licensed  under  this  Act  in  the  District. 

Offensive  Trades. 

Under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  (Section  107),  the  only 
designated  offensive  trades  are  two  Knacker’s  Yards  situated  at 
Sandhurst  and  Longlevens.  These  are  on  the  whole  well  kept  and 
21  inspections  were  made.  Considerable  improvements  were  carried 
out  following  requests  by  this  Department. 

A total  of  156  horses  were  slaughtered  and  8 slaughtermen  have 
special  licences  for  this  purpose. 

Petroleum  (Consolidation)  Acts,  1928-1936. 

110  licences  were  issued  during  the  year  for  the  storage  of 
petroleum  spirit  and  1 for  the  storage  of  calcium  carbide. 
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Outworkers. 


One  notification  of  an  outworker  was  received  and  inspections 
of  the  premises  were  carried  out  with  no  complaints.  This  out- 
worker ceased  work  during  the  year. 

Caravans. 

The  total  number  of  licensed  caravan  sites  in  the  District  is  now 
7,  a new  one  in  Green  Street,  Brockworth  having  been  licensed  during 
the  year,  while  31  individual  caravan  licences  were  issued. 

By  far  the  majority  of  caravans  are  modern  and  of  a good  class, 
and  are  occupied  owing  to  force  of  circumstances. 

The  fact  that  there  is  this  reserve  of  potential  house  occu- 
piers in  the  District  might  be  considered  a healthy  sign  as  to  the 
state  of  industry,  and  if  there  were  a local  recession  of  employment 
the  occupants  could  probably  be  absorbed  into  present  housing 
accommodation. 

This  Department  works  very  closely  with  the  County  Planning 
Authority,  who  are  very  helpful,  and  whose  more  extensive  powers 
often  benefit  this  Council. 


Canal  Boats  Acts  and  Regulations  1877-1936. 

The  Gloucester  Port  Health  Authority  is  the  Registration 
Authority  and  carries  out  the  necessary  duties. 

The  Council  contributes  22  per  cent,  of  the  administrative  cost- 

Smoke  Abatement— Clean  Air  Act  1956. 

Smoke  nuisance  is  a comparatively  minor  matter  in  this  Rural 
District  and  only  one  complaint  was  received  during  the  year  with 
regard  to  a factory  in  the  south  of  the  District.  This  was  dealt  with 
informally. 

No  applications  for  the  approval  of  new  factory  equipment  for 
abating  smoke  nuisance  were  received  during  the  year. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Bathing  Facilities. 

There  are  no  swimming  baths  in  the  District  although  much  use 
is  made  of  adjacent  ones. 

Bathing  facilities  are  available  in  the  River  Severn  mainly  at 
Wainlodes  Hill  and  Rodley  Sands.  As  in  previous  reports,  bathing 
in  the  river  is  not  recommended  and  a report  by  the  CounciFs  analyst 
on  a mid-river  sample  taken  in  June  states  it  is  unsafe  both  chemically 
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and  bacteriologically  for  bathing  purposes.  As  this  advice  is  not 
likely  to  be  taken,  bathers  should  take  precautions  by  not  drinking 
the  river  and  by  having  a bath  on  returning  home. 

Disinfestation  (Bed  Bugs,  etc.). 

Very  few  complaints  of  infestation  now  arise  and  those  that  are, 
are  mainly  related  to  problem  families.  These  are  dealt  with  by  the 
Councihs  rodent  operator. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAIVIAGE  BY  PESTS  AGT,  1949. 

The  Council's  pest  destruction  scheme  has  continued  to  operate 
smoothly  during  the  year. 

There  is  ample  evidence  that  the  service  is  appreciated  by  the 
public.  This  is  undoubtedly  due,  in  no  small  measure,  to  the  excellent 
work  of  the  Rodent  Operator,  Mr.  F.  Greenwood. 


Table  6. 

Inspections 

Treatments. 

Private  dwellings 

..  1071 

207 

Council  houses  and  hutments 

59 

11 

Farms 

93 

Jj: 

Business  premises  . . 

86 

39 

Sewers 

297 

16 

Refuse  tips  . . 

44 

2 

Schools 

5 

1 

Hospitals 

64 

16 

Total  . . . . 1719  292 

* Carried  out  by  G.A.E.C.  or  private  contractor. 


Details  of  work  carried  out  on  Sewers  and  Refuse  Tips. 


Table  7. 


Sewers  etc. 

Action  taken 

Result 

Barwood  & Hucclecote 

Test  baited  and  treated — 

May  and  September 

Satisfactor\' 

Brockworth 

May  and  September 

Satisfactory 

Newnham 

Test  baited  and  poisoned — 

May  and  October 

Satisfactory 

Longford  Disposal  Works 

Prebaited  and  poisoned— 

January  and  September 

Satisfactory 
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Table  8. 


Refuse  Tips 

Action  Taken 

Result 

Walham 

Gassings — 

Five  treatments 

Satisfactory 

F rampton-on-Se  vern 

Prebaited  and  poisoned — 

Three  treatments 

Satisfactory 

SCHOOLS. 

Although  this  Council  have  no  responsibilities  as  regards  schools, 
satisfactory  hygiene  and  sanitation  is  naturally  of  great  importance 
as  affecting  the  health  of  the  rising  generation,  so  the  following 
remarks  are  of  interest. 

Schools  medical  inspections  are  carried  out  yearly,  and  hygiene 
and  other  defects  are  reported  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health.  These  defects  are  mainly  in  connection  with  sanitary 
arrangements. 


Improvements  carried  out  in  1957. 

At  Highnam  school  a new  sanitary  block  with  W.Cs.  and  wash 
basins  for  children  and  staff  was  commenced,  being  completed  early 
in  1958. 

At  Elmore  school  the  bucket  type  of  latrines  were  converted 
to  W.Cs. 

Water  supplies  and  latrine  arrangements  in  schools. 

There  are  36  County  Schools  in  the  District  (see  Table  18). 
They  all  have  main  water  supplies  compared  with  only  12  in  1938 
and  28  have  W.Cs.  compared  with  only  11  in  1938. 

The  following  schools  still  have  old  fashioned  types  of  latrines: — 
Bucket  latrines  : 

Brockworth  C.  of  E.,  Down  Hatherley,  Frampton-on- 
Severn,  Hardwicke,  Hempstead,  Norton,  Sandhurst, 
Saul. 

Earth  closets  : 

Tirley. 

This  is  a total  of  9,  being  a reduction  of  2 in  the  last  year.  Now 
that  main  sewers  are  likely  to  become  available  at  Frampton  and 
Saul  in  the  near  future,  it  is  hoped  that  the  Education  Committee 
will  modernise  the  sanitary  arrangements  at  these  schools. 
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HOUSING  1957. 


'dumber  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

By  the  Council  : 

Brockworth  (Pound  Farm)  . . Traditional  Flats 

(Gregory)  . . 

By  Gloucestershire  County  Council  : 

Police  Houses  . . 

By  Private  Enterprise 

Total 


12 

12 

604 

628 


Council  houses  under  construction 
Westbury-on-Severn 

(Northwood  Green)  . . Traditional  . . . . 8 

(6  for  slum  clearance) 

Newnham  (Littledean  Road)  . . Traditional  . . . . 20 

(12  for  slum  clear- 
ance and  4 for  old 
people) 

Total  . . . . . . . . . . . . 28 


Tender  awaiting  approval  of  the  Ministry  : 

Frampton-on-Severn  . . . . Traditional  . . . . 67 

(Stage  1)  (47  for  slum  clear- 

ance and  4 for  old 
people) 

The  total  number  of  houses  proposed  for  this  estate  is  115. 

Housing  scheme  under  consideration  — 

Churchdown  . . . . . . Traditional  . . . . 246 

(Innsworth  Grove)  (7  for  old  people) 

This  is  a re-development  scheme  to  replace  the  unfit  M.A.P. 
bungalows  located  as  follows  : — 

Coventry  Close  , . . . . . . . . . . . 68 

St,  John's  Close  . . . . . . . . . . . 96 

Innsworth  Grove  . . . . . . . . . . 125 

Private  enterprise  houses  under  construction  at  31.12.57  . . 158 

Gloucestershire  County  Council  police  houses  under  construc- 
tion at  31.12.57  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Number  of  Council  houses  sold  to  tenants  in  1957  . . . . 6 

Total  number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council  at  31.12.57  (this 

includes  the  M.A.P.  bungalows)  . . . . . . . .1885 
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There  were  576  applicants  on  the  Council's  housing  list  at  the 
end  of  1957  compared  with  820  at  the  end  of  1956. 

Housing  Progress. 

Houses  erected  from  1.4.45  to  31.12.57  : 

By  the  Council  and  a Local  Housing  Association  . . . . 1440 

By  Private  Enterprise  . . . . . . . . . . 1866 

Total 3306 


This  new  building  is  just  over  half  the  total  number  of  houses 
in  the  District  twenty  years  ago  and  is  cause  for  very  great  satis- 
faction. The  large  amount  of  private  building,  which  is  of  great 
benefit  to  the  rates,  indicates  the  popularity  of  the  District  as  a 
residential  area  and  in  1957  was  nearly  double  the  previous  record 
of  344  in  1956. 


Statutory  Action  during  the  year  with  respect 
to  totally  unfit  houses. 

1.  Housing  Act,  1936,  Section  11— Demolition  Orders. 

(a)  Number  of  demolition  orders  recommended  . . 1 

(b)  Number  of  demolition  orders  made  by  Council  . . 1 

(c)  Number  of  undertakings  accepted  not  to  use 

dwellings  for  human  habitation  . . . . . . — 

(d)  Number  of  houses  on  which  a demolition  order  was 

operative  but  where  application  for  re-con- 
ditioning was  accepted  (Section  5,  Housing 
Repairs  and  Rents  Act)  . . . . . . . . — 

(e)  Number  of  houses  demolished  as  a result  of  formal 

or  informal  action  . . . . . . . . 2 

2.  Housing  Act,  1936,  Section  25— Clearance  Areas. 

(a)  Number  of  houses  demolished  in  Clearance  or 

Compulsory  Purchase  Areas  . . . . . . — 

(b)  Clearance  Orders  made  during  the  year  . . . . — 

(c)  Clearance  Orders  under  consideration  . . . . — 

(d)  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  made  during  the  year  — 

(e)  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  under  consideration  — 
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3.  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953. 

(relevant  sections  repealed  by  the  Housing  Act,  1957,  on 

September  1st,  1957)  {a)  Number  of  houses  closed  as  a result 

of  Closing  Orders  . . . . . , . . . . . . 1 

As  the  Council  had  very  little  housing  allotted  to  slum  clearance, 
statutory  action  was  not  pressed. 

Overcrowding. 

Very  few  complaints  of  overcrowding,  according  to  the  standards 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  have  been  received  by  this  Department. 
All  complaints  are  reported  to  the  Tenants  Selection  Sub-Committee. 

The  following  figures  show  the  average  number  of  people  per 
house  in  the  last  five  years  : — 

1953  4.4  people  per  house. 

1954  4.0  people  per  house. 

1955  3.85  people  per  house. 

1956  3.69  people  per  house. 

1957  3.71  people  per  house. 

On  the  whole,  the  inspections  by  this  department  show  that  the 
standards  of  these  premises  are  satisfactory  and  considerably  more 
inspections  were  carried  out  this  year  than  in  1956. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Food  premises  in  the  District. 


Table  9. 


Type  of  Business 

Total 

Number 

No.  of 
Inspections 

Remarks 

Cafes  and  Canteens 

87 

270 

This  includes  school  canteens. 

Grocery  and 
Provision  shops 

76 

51 

This  includes  sweet  shops  and 
chemists. 

Ice  Cream  Vendors 

69 

62 

Registered  under  S.16  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1955.  All  Ice  Cream 
sold  in  the  district  is  pre-packed. 

Butchers  Shops 

14 

105 

Six  shops  registered  under  S.16 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 
Sausage  making. 

Fishmongers 

5 

23 

This  includes  fried  and  wet  fish. 

Bakehouses 

6 

11 

These  are  mostly  small  and  only 
supply  a small  proportion  of  the 
population. 

Licensed  Premises 

62 

143 

The  breweries  are  very  co-operat- 
ive in  carrying  out  improvements 
recommended. 

Dairies 

8 

36 

Registered  under  Milk  & Dairies 
Regulations,  1949  to  54. 

Wholesale  Premises 
(Food  Manufacture) 

2 

7 

Inspected  under  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations,  1955. 

Total 

329 

708 

IVliLK  SUPPLIES. 

There  are  between  400  and  500  dairy  farms  in  the  District.  The 
main  bulk  of  the  milk  produced  is  either  pasteurised  in  the  City  of 
Gloucester  or  processed  at  Messrs.  Cadbury’s  factory  at  Frampton- 
on-Severn. 

The  general  supervision  of  dairy  farm  premises  and  milk  pro- 
duction is  now  the  responsibility  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food. 

No  action  by  this  Council  under  Regulation  20  of  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Regulations  1949-1954  with  regard  to  the  spread  of  infectious 
diseases  was  necessary  during  the  year. 

The  Council  is  responsible  for  registration  and  licencing  as  shewn 
in  Tables  10  to  12. 


23 


Table  10.  Issue  of  Licences  for  Milk  Dealers. 


Classification  of  Milk 

Dealers'  Licences 

Supplementary  Licences 

Tuberculin  Tested  ... 

6 

13 

Pasteurised  ... 

1 

14 

Sterilised 

— 

1 

Note. — Supplementary  licences  are  issued  to  dealers  who  distribute 
milk  from  premises  situated  outside  the  District. 


Table  11.  Retail  Milk  Sampling. 

Results  of  Examination 

Nature  of  Test  Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 


Coliform  or  plate  count  (cleanliness) 
Methylene  blue  (keeping  quality) 

Biological  (presence  of  Tb.  etc.)  ( 

Phosphatase  (efficiency  of  pasteurisation)  J 


All  milk  sold  in  the  District 
is  subject  to  sampling  by 
this  department  and  the 
County  Health  Department 


Table  12.  Milk  Registrations. 

Number  of  milk  distributors  registered  . . . . . , . . 21 

Number  of  dairy  premises  registered  (other  than  dairy  farms)  . . 8 


Anthrax  Order,  1938. 

Five  suspected  cases  in  cattle  were  notified  but  none  were 
confirmed. 


Bakehouses. 

A small  bakehouse  at  Quedgeley  was  closed  during  1957  and 
the  five  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  at  :• — 

Churchdown,  Eastington,  Frampton,  Newnham  and  Saul. 

These  bakehouses  are  mostly  small  and  old  fashioned  and  only 
cater  for  a very  small  proportion  of  the  population. 

Probably  well  over  90%  of  bread  consumed  in  the  area  is  pro- 
duced from  large  factories  located  outside  the  District. 

Hygiene  in  Food  Premises. 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1955. 

Food  Hygiene  (Amended)  Regulations  1957. 

A considerable  number  of  improvements  were  carried  out  both 
in  shops  and  workers'  canteens  as  a result  of  the  above  Regulations, 
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and  co-operation  between  those  responsible  and  this  Department 
has  been  good. 


MEAT. 

FOOD  & DRUGS  ACT,  1955. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MEAT)  REGULATIONS  1924-52. 

Slaughterhouses. 

The  following  slaughterhouses  were  in  use  in  1957  and  there 
was  no  change  during  the  year. 

Churchdown,  Chapel  Hay. 

Eastington,  Alkerton  Place. 

Down  Hatherley,  Fowlers  Farm. 

Fretherne-with-Saul,  Saul  Farm. 

Haresfield,  Upper  Green  Farm. 

Longford,  Field  Farm. 

Longford,  The  Lawn. 

As  previously  reported,  there  are  proposals  for  the  erection  of 
a slaughterhouse  adjoining  the  new  market  in  St.  Oswald’s  Road. 
At  the  present  rate  of  progress  this  slaughterhouse  is  not  likely  to 
be  functioning  until  or  after  1960. 

There  is  a possibility  of  a request  to  this  Council  for  a licence 
to  erect  a private  slaughterhouse  at  Hempsted. 

The  post-mortem  inspection  of  carcases  now  constitutes  a large 
proportion  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 
and  necessitates  both  evening  and  Sunday  visits. 

Table  13  shows  the  types  of  animals  slaughtered.  The  total 
num.ber  of  carcases  slaughtered  was  19,724,  an  increase  of  4,752  on 
1956  and  it  is  very  satisfactory  to  note  that  inspection  by  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors  was  100%.  The  importance  of  100%  inspection 
is  shown  by  the  fact  that  quite  a considerable  number  of  carcases 
had  certain  parts  or  organs  requiring  condemnation  although  the 
total  amount  of  meat  organs  involved  was  only  about  6J  tons. 


Minsterworth,  The  Flatt. 
Newnham-on-Severn,  High  Street. 
Brookthorpe-with-Whaddon,  Yew 
Tree  Farm. 

Brookthorpe-with-Whaddon, 
Brickhouse  Farm. 


Transport  and  Handling  of  Meat. 

No  complaints  were  received  in  1957  and  the  standards  of 
vehicles  and  equipment  were  considered  satisfactory. 
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Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts  1933-54. 

Thirty-seven  slaughtermen  are  licensed  in  the  District. 


Table  13.  Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  pari. 


Cattle 

Sheep 

Exclu- 

ding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

& 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Goats 

Horses 

Total 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

3811 

255 

186 

11575'" 

3995 

2 

— 

19724 

Number  inspected 

All  diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis and  Cysticercosis 

3811 

255 

186 

11575 

3995 

2 

19724 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

2 

1 

1 

4 

6 

— 

— 

14 

or  organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 

479 

90 

3 

137 

158 

867 

culosis  and  cysticercosis 
Tuberculosis  only  : 

12-62% 

35-69% 

2-15% 

1-21% 

4-15% 

— 

— 

4-46% 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

3 

4 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

11 

or  organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

127 

41 

104 

272 

tuberculosis 

Cysticercosis  : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

3-41% 

17-64% 

2-70% 

1 -43% 

or  organ  was  condemned 
Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 

60 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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ment  by  refrigeration 
Generalised  and  totally 

60 

— 

— 

— 

— 

> 

60 

condemned 

■ 

■ “ 

' 

" 

— 

■ 

' ^ 

Total  weight  of  meat  or  organs  condemned  for  : — • 

(i)  All  diseases  except  tuberculosis  and  cysticercosis  ■ 7020  lbs. 

(ii)  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6009  lbs. 

(iii)  Cysticercosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1208  lbs. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

Condemnation  of  Foodstuffs. 

This  Department  is  notified  when  shops,  canteens  and 
individuals  suspect  that  articles  of  food  are  unfit  for  human  con- 
sumption. Table  14  shows  the  articles  of  food  condemned  during 
the  3^ear. 
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Table  14. 


Article 

Non-  Preserved 
lbs. 

Preserved,  tinned,  etc. 
lbs. 

Meat 

53 

(bone  taint) 

16 

Flour  and  Cereals 

6 

— 

Vegetables 

— ■ 

8 

Fish 

14 

— 

Totals  . . 

73  lbs. 

24  lbs. 

The  above  Table  does  not  include  meat  condemned  at  slaughter- 
houses which  is  shewn  in  Table  13. 

The  amount  of  foodstuffs  which  had  to  be  condemned  is 
practically  negligible.  This  is  probably  due  to  improved  storage, 
refrigeration  etc. 


Ice  Cream. 

No  ice  cream  is  manufactured  in  the  District,  as  it  is  purchased 
pre-packed  from  wholesalers.  There  are  69  licenced  retailers,  in 
the  District,  and  62  inspections  were  carried  out. 

Adulteration. 

The  relevant  sections  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  are 
administered  by  the  County  Council. 
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Administration  of  the  Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948 


Table  15. 

1.  Inspections  for  the  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

premises 

In- 

Written 

Occupiers 

Premises 

in 

spections 

Notices 

Prose- 

Register 

cuted 

(i) 

Factories  in  which 
Secs.  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

5 

11 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Sec.  7 

is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority. 

80 

137 

9 

(iii) 

Other  premises  in 
which  Sec.  7 is  en- 

forced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out-workers). 

11 

15 



Total 

96 

193 

9 

— 

Table  16. 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  where  defects 

were  found 

No.  of 

Cases  in 
which 
Prose- 
cutions 
were  in- 
stituted 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

Refe 

rred 

to 

H.M.I. 

by 

H.M.I. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

2 

2 



1 

- - - 

Overcrowding  {S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  Temp  (S.3) 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Vent.  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of 



— 

~ -• 

— 

floors  (S.6) 

Latrines  (S.7) 

“ — “ 

— 



■ ■ — 

(a)  insufficient 

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

4 

3 

— 

1 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  includ- 

1 

1 

1 

Homework). 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Total 

10 

9 

— 

4 

— 
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Table  17.  Outwork  (Sections  110  and  111). 


Nature  of 
work 

Section  1 

10 

Se 

ction  111 

No.  out- 
workers 
in  Aug. 
list  as 
req’d. 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in 

sending 

lists 

No.  prose- 
cutions for 
failure  to 
supply 
lists 

Cases  of 
work  in 
Unwhole- 
some 
premises 

Notices 

Served 

Prose- 

cutions 

Wearing 

Apparel 

(making) 

T otal 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Tables  21-23  show  the  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  disease 
by  Parishes  and  age  groups. 

It  will  be  seen  that  there  was  a considerable  amount  of  measles 
which  affected  nearly  the  whole  District,  but  except  for  this,  the 
amount  of  infectious  disease  was  inconsiderable. 

Diphtheria. 

This  Council  started  a diphtheria  immunisation  scheme  for  the 
District  in  1937,  and  in  1940  responsibility  for  the  scheme  was  taken 
over  by  the  County,  when  it  was  officially  recommended  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health. 

As  a result  of  immunisation,  which  is  of  course  still  very  neces- 
sary, diphtheria  has  been  practically  eliminated  and  there  have  been 
no  cases  in  this  District  since  1951. 

Whooping  Gough. 

Immunisation  is  carried  out  by  a County  scheme  started  in 
1955. 


Polio  (acute  Poliomyelitis). 

Vaccine  for  immunisation  was  made  available  by  the  Ministry/ 
of  Health  early  in  1956.  The  County  Council  immediately  formulated 
a scheme  but  owing  to  shortage  of  vaccine  only  limited  immunisation 
was  possible  in  that  year. 

In  1957  supplies  improved  and  I was  issued  with  about  5,500 
doses  of  British  vaccine  for  my  three  Districts,  each  child  requiring 
two  doses.  This  still  was  not  enough  so  large  supplies  of  Canadian 
and  American  Salk  vaccine  are  being  made  available  in  1958. 
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The  aim  now  is  to  immunise  all  children  born  in  the  years  1943 
to  1957,  expectant  mothers,  and  others  whose  occupations  are  a 
special  risk. 

Although  there  was  a considerable  amount  of  polio  in  the 
country  as  a whole,  there  were  fortunately  only  5 cases  notified  in 
this  District. 


Smallpox  and  Typhoid. 

There  were  no  smallpox  or  typhoid  contacts  notified  during  the 
year. 


Food  Poisoning. 

Only  six  scattered  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  and  this 
figure  may  be  considered  very  satisfactory. 


Influenza. 


During  the  autumn  there  was  an  epidemic  of  Asian  flu  in  the 
country  which  reached  Gloucestershire  in  October. 

The  outbreak  was  severe  while  it  lasted  and  the  following  figures 
are  of  interest.  They  are  claims  for  sickness  benefit  received  in  the 
Gloucester  office  of  the  Ministry  of  Pensions  and  National  Insurance 
and  include  the  most  populous  parishes  of  the  District  surrounding 
the  City.  The  increased  numbers  may  probably,  almost  all,  be  due 
to  influenza. 


Sickness  claims  received  : — • 

WEEK  ENDING 

September  17th 
September  24th 
October  1st 
October  8th 
October  15th 
October  22nd  . . 
October  29th 
November  5th 
November  12th 


275 

507 

811 

1437 

1962 

1414 

782 

443 
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Infectious  Disease  in  Schools 

Table  18  shows  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease  in  schools  as 
obtained  during  term  time  from  head  teachers. 

It  cannot  be  considered  accurate,  but  it  gives  a fair  general 
picture.  In  some  schools,  for  example,  flu  was  considered  as  a cold 
and  not  reported,  whereas  in  others,  colds  were  called  flu. 
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Table  18. 


School 

Average  No. 

on  Register 

Scarlet 

Fever 

i 

i 

1 Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Chicken 

Pox 

Mumps 

1 

Arlingham 

25 



— 

- — ■ 

— 

— 

— 

Ashleworth  . . 

22 

— 

■ — - 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

Barnwood 

182 



1 

5 

1 

1 

119 

Brockworth  C.E. 

20 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

6 

Brockworth  County(lnf.) 

314 

— 

30 

7 

17 

— 

— 

Brockworth  County  (Jnr.) 

487 

— 

3 

— 

7 

— 

240 

Churchdown  Parton  Rd. 

281 

- — • 

7 

— 

45 

1 

48 

Churchdown  Village 

451 

■ — ■ 

51 

33 

5 

29 

82 

Churchdown  Sec.  Mod. 

659 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

301 

Down  Hatherley 

38 

— 

— 

— 

8 

— 

— 

Eastington 

117 

— 

23 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Elmore 

28 

■ — - 

6 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Frampton-on-Severn 

86 

— 

■ — - 

6 

10 

— 

— 

F retherne- with-  Sau  1 

83 

■ — - 

— 

— 

11 

— 

29 

Hardwicke  . . 

52 

— 

■ — ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Haresfield 

73 

— 

9 

• — - 

— 

— 

28 

Hempsted 

52 

— 

— ■ 

— 

13 

— 

14 

Highnam 

54 

- — ■ 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Hucclecote  Infants 
Hucclecote  Junior  . . 

116\ 

200/ 

— • 

42 

— 

14 

1 

122 

Longlevens  Junior 

656 

5 

8 

12 

39 

5 

— 

Longlevens  Sec.  Mod. 

490 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Longney 

45 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

Maisemore 

37 

— 

— 

— 

22 

12 

5 

Minsterworth 

43 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Newnham 

135 



1 



49 

— 

— 

Norton 

16 



— 



— 

— ■ 

— 

Quedgeley 

403 

2 

5 

4 

3 

— • 

— 

Sandhurst 

44 

2 

— • 

■ — • 

20 

— 

7 

Standish 

10 

■ — ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tirley 

40 

■ — - 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

Twigworth  . . 

67 

— 

1 

— • 

— 

— • 

— 

Upton  St.  Leonards 

68 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Waimore  Hill 

72 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

14 

Westbury-on-Severn 

57 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

40 

Whitminster 

38 

— 

— ' 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

5561 

9 

193 

66 

267 

50 

1061 

In  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the  Joint  Memoran- 
dum issued  by  the  Ministries  of  Health  and  Education,  it  was  not 
considered  necessary  to  close  any  schools  because  of  Infectious 
Disease. 
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Table  19.  This  Table  shews  the  new  cases,  in-transfers  and  deaths  for 

Tuberculosis,  for  the  past  20  years. 


Year 

Pop. 

of 

District 

New  & 
I.T. 

Cases 

Per 

1000 

Pop. 

Deaths 

Per 

1000 

Pop. 

Number 

on 

Register 

Per 

1000 

Pop. 

1937 

22,840 

24 

1-0 

10 

0-43 

129 

5-7 

1938 

23,130 

31 

1-3 

19 

0-82 

130 

5-6 

1939 

1940 

No  An 

niial  Re 

port  fig 

ures  ava 

liable 

1941 

1942 

32,100 

98 

3-0 

25 

0-79 

224 

6-9 

1943 

32,130 

58 

1-8 

22 

0-69 

276 

8-5 

1944 

32,210 

74 

2-3 

25 

0-78 

313 

9-7 

1945 

31,480 

53 

1-7 

11 

0-35 

203 

6-5 

1946 

31,550 

53 

1-7 

17 

0-54 

176 

5-6 

1947 

31,960 

63 

1-9 

15 

0-45 

205 

6-4 

1948 

33,540 

54 

1-6 

21 

0-62 

201 

6-0 

1949 

36,350 

65 

1-8 

16 

0-48 

205 

5-6 

1950 

35,640 

52 

1-5 

11 

0-39 

207 

5-7 

1951 

37,360 

64 

1-7 

17 

0-45 

212 

5-7 

1952 

38,370 

70 

1*8 

6 

0-15 

243 

6-3 

1953 

37,430 

51 

1-3 

8 

0-21 

220 

5-8 

1954 

39,140 

65 

1-6 

8 

0-20 

235 

6-0 

1955 

40,490 

75 

1-8 

3 

0-07 

274 

6-8 

1956 

41,770 

70 

1-7 

3 

0-07 

281 

6-7 

1657 

43,000 

65 

1-5 

3 

0-07 

293 

6*8 

Tuberculosis  is  becoming  a much  less  serious  disease,  due  partly 
to  earlier  diagnosis  (mass  radiography),  new  drugs  and  improved 
surgical  technique,  but  also  to  improved  living  conditions  in  which 
better  housing  and  less  poverty  play  a very  large  part. 

The  above  table  is  of  considerable  interest,  as  it  shows  that, 
although  there  has  been  no  very  noticeable  drop  in  the  numbers  of 
new  cases,  and  very  little  change  in  the  proportion  of  the  population 
affected,  there  has  been  a very  great  drop  in  the  killing  power  of  the 
disease  in  the  last  few  years. 

In  England  and  Wales  the  death  rate  from  tuberculosis  in  1957 
was  .107  per  1,000  population,  which  is  nearly  double  that  for  this 
District. 
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Table  21.  New,  In  Transfer  cases,  Deaths  and  Number  remaining  on  the 

Register  on  31st  December,  1957. 


Respi 

ratory 

Men 
& C. 

inges 

N.S. 

Oth6 

fori 

ir 

■ns 

Total 

New  Cases 

In-Transfer  Cases  ... 

Deaths 

On  Register  31.12.57 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

18 

3 

1 

— 

■ — ■ 

3 

25 

12 

24 

— 

— 

2 

2 

40 

3 

— 

— 

— ■ 

■ — ■ 

— 

3 

135 

125 

1 

• — ■ 

16 

16 

293 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS) 

REGULATIONS,  1925. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936  (SECTION  172) 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  above  Regulations  and  Act. 

Re>housing  Tuberculosis  Cases. 

Good  housing  is  one  of  the  essentials  in  the  treatment  and  pre- 
vention of  tuberculosis,  and  cases  where  this  is  unsatisfactory  are 
reported  to  the  Tenants’  Selection  Sub-Committee,  which  is  most 
co-operative  in  trying  to  provide  satisfactory  housing. 

Tuberculosis  After-care. 

A Joint  Committee  serves  this  District,  the  Borough  of  Tewkes- 
bury, and  the  Rural  District  of  Newent. 

Funds  are  dependant  on  voluntary  subscriptions  which,  on  the 
recommendation  of  this  Council,  are  very  usefully  augmented  b}^  the 
County  Council,  from  the  charity  levy  on  the  Sunday  opening  of 
cinemas. 
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Cancer. 


The  following  mortality  figures  are  of  interest  and  shew  that 


the  death  rate  in  the  District 

is  well  below  that  for 

England  and 

Wales. 

Death  rates  from  Cancer  per  1 ,000  Population  : 

England  and  Wales 

Glos.  R.D. 

M 

F 

M F 

Cancer  of  Lung  etc. 

0-759 

0-116 

0-3  0-07 

Other  Cancer 

1*553 

1-775 

0-7  0-8 
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Table  21.  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  by  Parishes 

(Southern  Area) 
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Table  22.  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  by  Parishes. 


Table  23.  Notification  of  infectious  Diseases  in  1957  by  Age  Groups. 


+-> 

o 

H 


o 

04 


CO  ^ IT) 
00  04 
CO 


04 


CO  : : : : : lo  on  oo 

04 


CO  CO 


00 


(D 

bo  • 
< 


: lo 


05 


+ 

lO 

CO 


00 


05 


+ 

lO 


CO 


04 


+ 

lO 

04 


^ CO 


05  : 


04 


lO 


CO  : ^ 04  : CO  (N 


04 


00 


LC 


o 

CO 


+ 

o 


Tf  rt 


05 


+ 

lO 


<05 


CO  <04  04 
CO  1> 

<04 


CO 


o 

04 

CO 


+ 

CO 


0-1 


^ Tt' 
04  00 


lO 


CO 

04 


+ 


o 

<04  04 


+ 

O 


CD  LO 


LO 

<04 


<15 

W 

cj 

<15 

05 

• 1-H 

Q 


o 03 

•+3  JH  ^ 05 

^ ^ ^ - 

53  g-fi 

Vh  5h 


03  O S 
pH  P 


u 

05 

> 

05 

H-l 

4-> 

05 

d 

O 


•So 

P . 

P 

P 

o ^ 
Ph  05 


W 
05 

bo 

Oh  P ^ 

(55  05  rP 

W W 05  rj  +-> 

g g c«  m c/) 

O O 


P 

O 

•43 

o 

05 


05 

> 

• rH 

-p 

o 

05 


S-H 

P 


O O O 


_ _ p p 33 

n o ^ ^ ^ 

^ ^ u u u 

Mh  IP  05  05  05 

. . P5  05  05 

O O p p p 

<1  H H H 


p 

05 

rH 

+j 

Ph 


O 

d 

a 

in 


d 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

b£) 

P 

• rH 

P 

05 

krH 


C/5 

o 

Ph 

c/5  c/5 

• tH  • rH 

+J  4-> 

• ^ • rH 

"p  "p 
Xi  X 
Oh  Ph 
05  05  P 
O O 
P P 

w w 


a 

p 

p 

o 


p 

Ph 

P 

o 


p p 
a3  Ph  05 

i-H  J> 

P Ph  ° 


o« 

w 


bjo 

P 


<D 


P 

<V 
c/5 

O O >) 
<<<  0 


a 

r™H 

P 

O! 


a ° 


p 

o 

c/3 

• iH 

O ’ 
Oh 

X ' 
O 

o 


p 

o 

u 


p 
05 

^ rP  ^ 
d P ci.'pi 

p 6^^  ct3  a 
Ph  p O p P _ „ 

OfP^PnWfeWg 


p 


c/5 

p 

-H 

0) 

p 

■ ^ rH 

Vh  CU 


CO 

»“H 

p 

4-> 

o 

H 


37 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  DISTRICT  IN  19S7. 


Table  24  gives  the  causes  of  death  in  the  District  in  accordance 
with  the  abbreviated  list  of  36  groups  of  the  World  Health  Organ- 
isation Nomenclature  Regulations,  1948. 


Table  24. 


Causes  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

3 

• — 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  cough 

1 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles  ... 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

10.* 

(Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

5 

6 

11. 

( ,,  ,,  lung,  bronchus 

13 

3 

12. 

( ,,  ,,  breast  ... 

— 

12 

13. 

( ,,  ,,  uterus  ... 

— 

5 

14. 

(Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

25 

11 

15. 

(Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

3 

— 

16. 

Diabetes 

_ — , 

1 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

26 

51 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

33 

21 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

3 

7 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

43 

50 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

8 

5 

22. 

Influenza 

1 

6 

23. 

Pneumonia 

9 

14 

24. 

Bronchitis 

14 

6 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

3 

— 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

3 

1 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

2 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

5 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

2 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

16 

17 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

7 

1 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

6 

4 

35. 

Suicide 

1 

— 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

Total 

231 

226 

Explanatory  Note. 

* Neoplasm  = Cancer. 
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